
Councilmember Steve Frate, Glendale Arizona January 22, 2010

Community Meetings on New F-35 Jets at Luke AFB. Residents, businesses and government 
agencies will have the opportunity to provide input on the environmental study that will soon be 
conducted at Luke Air Force Base as part of the Air Force’s site selection process for the new F-
35 Joint Strike Fighter.
	 The Air Force recently announced that it will be holding five public meetings, referred to as 
public-scoping meetings, February 22-26 in five communities near Luke AFB and its operations.
	
Public-scoping meetings are just the beginning. 
The upcoming meetings are part of the Environment Impact Statement process, which is required 
by federal law whenever a mission or aircraft change is proposed at a military base. The purpose 
of the public-scoping process is to actively involve citizens and government agencies in helping 
identify the “scope” of the issues to be addressed during the environmental analysis at Luke. 
These meetings will provide you with an introduction to the F-35, its capabilities and mission. 
Specific information on how the F-35 will be integrated at Luke as a training facility will also be 
covered.
Meeting Dates:

•	 Monday, February 22 in Gila Bend 
•	 Tuesday, February 23 in El Mirage
•	 Wednesday, February 24 in Sun City West
•	 Thursday, February 25 in Wickenburg
•	 Friday, February 26 in Litchfield Park

Meeting times and locations will be published in the local news media at least two weeks prior to 
the meetings, according to the Air Force. All West Valley cities are encouraging their residents to 
attend one of the upcoming meetings.  Read more. 

Storm Information. The valley has experienced rainfall in the last few days that exceeds 
precipitation we usually receive in the course of an entire year! Due to this the Glendale Police 
Department would like to advise citizens of road closures due to flooding.  Please visit our 
website at www.glendaleaz.com for information updated hourly.   

Sand bags can be obtained at three locations in the city; 
•	 Orangewood Park, located at 55th Avenue and Orangewood
•	 Glendale Community Center, located at 59th Avenue and Hearn
•	 Bonsal Park, located at 59th Avenue and Bethany Home Road

We also have some simple safety reminders to share:  
•	 Never drive into a flooded area. Just two feet of water can float a large vehicle. STOP, TURN AROUND, AND FIND A 
	 DIFFERENT ROUTE. 
•	 Stay informed of weather conditions and plan ahead. 
•	 Be patient while driving. Flooded areas are usually accompanied with slick road conditions. 
•	 If you are caught in swift water, call 911 and stay in your vehicle. Just 6 inches of swift water is enough to knock a person off of 

his/her feet.

Saturday, February 20 
11 a.m. – 2 p.m.               
                  
Paseo Park ball fields 
63rd Avenue & 
Thunderbird Road

Read more.

The Citrus Zestival, 
originally scheduled on 
Saturday, Jan. 23 has been 
POSTPONED until next 
Saturday, Jan. 30, from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. due to the 
weather.

http://lukeforward.com/
http://www.glendaleaz.com
http://www.glendaleaz.com/CityCouncil/news_sahuaro.cfm
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Remember, in the event of a power outage, traffic lights can be affected.  If this occurs along the route you are driving, stop at the 
intersection and make sure the way is clear before you proceed.  An intersection with non operational lights should be treated as a 
4-way stop. 

Union Hills Drive at Loop 101 Restrictions. Monday, Jan. 25 - Friday, Jan. 29 • 10 p.m. - 5 a.m. Union Hills Drive at Loop 101 will 
have lane restrictions from Monday night, Jan. 25 until the morning of Friday, Jan. 29 for median work on Union Hills Drive.  In addition, 
the left turns from southbound Loop 101 to eastbound Union Hills Drive will be prohibited. Detour: Traffic on westbound Loop 101 may exit 
at 75th Avenue, then south on 75th Avenue to access Union Hills Drive east of Loop 101.

2010 Promoting Inclusiveness Award. The winner of Glendale’s 2010 Promoting Inclusiveness Award was announced on Friday, 
January 15 at the Martin Luther King, Jr. Unity Day Luncheon. Chris Gossett, a teen coordinator at the Glendale Swift Kids Boys and Girls 
Club in Glendale received the annual award.  For more than 10 years, Gossett has been a leader with local teens, working with them to 
reach their full potential in life.  Gossett was nominated for exemplifying the values and vision of Dr. King through his work with young 
people.  He is affectionately known as “Dad” to countless young adults and teens across Maricopa County.
	 Hundreds attended the luncheon, held at the Glendale Civic Center each year in celebration of the life and ideals of Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr.

Public Input Needed on Five-Year Plan. Glendale will hold two public hearings on Thursday, Jan. 28 to gather input on writing a 
Five-Year Consolidated Plan. The first begins at 3:30 p.m. and is directed to non-profit agencies. The second is for residents and it 
begins at 6 p.m. 
	 The Consolidated Plan will serve as a roadmap for spending decisions on federal funds used for public services, housing-related 
projects and facility improvements that benefit low-and-moderate income persons. Once completed, the plan will cover the time period 
from July 1, 2010 through June 30, 2015. 
	 Citizens and community groups are encouraged to attend these hearings at the City Municipal Office Complex, 5850 W. Glendale Ave, 
in Room B-3. If you are unable to attend, but wish to provide written input, please mail your comments to the City of Glendale, Community 
Revitalization Division, 6829 N. 58th Drive, Suite 104, Glendale, AZ 85301, by Thursday, Jan. 28 or by e-mail to: Con-Plan@GlendaleAZ.
com. For additional information regarding this process, please contact Gilbert Lopez, Community Revitalization Administrator for the City 
of Glendale at (623) 930-3670. 

Glendale Libraries, WrestleMania Team Up for Literacy. World Wrestling Entertainment (WWE), which is bringing WrestleMania XXVI 
to Glendale on March 28, is teaming up with the city’s three libraries on Saturday, January 23 for Glendale’s WrestleMania Reading 
Challenge Day.
	 The challenge is part of a WWE-sponsored national bookmark competition that encourages reading among elementary and high 
school students.  The competition allows students to be creative and gives them the opportunity to harness their favorite WWE superstar 
or diva to design a bookmark that promotes reading. 
	 Participants will receive WrestleMania Reading Challenge giveaways just for taking part in the contest.   Entry forms, which must be 
signed by a parent or guardian, will be accepted through January 23.
	 One winner from each grade category (grades 5-6, grades 7-8 and grades 9-12) will go on to a regional competition. The ultimate 
champion in each category will win tickets to WrestleMania XXVI in Glendale. 
	 Students have the opportunity to create their WrestleMania reading-themed bookmarks at events taking place at all three Glendale 
libraries on January 23: 

•	 Velma Teague Branch Library, 7010 N. 58th Ave. from 10 a.m.-2 p.m., 623-930-3431
•	 Glendale Main Library, 5959 W. Brown St, from 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m., 623-930-3537
•	 Foothills Branch Library, 19055 N. 57th Ave. from 3:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m., 623-930-3840

Visit the glendaleaz.com homepage for more information and details about the events at each library location.

Glendale Chocolate Affaire, Feb. 5-7. The weekend before Valentine’s Day, Feb. 5-7, is a delicious delight for the senses as the 
Glendale Chocolate Affaire takes over downtown Glendale to create a chocolate-lover’s dream!
	 Event hours are Friday 5 - 10 p.m., Saturday 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. and Sunday noon to 5 p.m. The event is located in the heart of 
Historic Downtown Glendale, in Murphy Park, located at 58th and Glendale avenues. 
	 The Glendale Chocolate Affaire is sponsored by Cerreta’s Candy Company, Kokopelli Winery, 3-TV KTVK, The Arizona Republic, 
YooHoo, KMLE, KOOL and JAMZ.
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